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bt politician and the
State president of the
b K. Subbaizh, 83, who
d away in Bengaluru
esday, was responsible
e party taking roots in
tate juthe 1980s. Later
g, this plqm speaking
was also one of
parny’s most bii-

. Subbaizh (cailed AKS)
g cniZma for many. Be

e 0111 011 ALZUst, U, 1936,
uru village of Virajper
He b(:gan his career as
vocate bur then moved
litics. He was impri-
i during the Emergen-
er drifted towards Bha-
Jana Sangh and was
pd the first State presi-
bf the Bharatiya Janata
in 1980. Kuown for his
Enecches, he played a
role in the BjP’s ex-
bn during it infancy in
taka along with others
S. Acharyaand B.S. Ye-
hppa. So much so, that
83, the BIP had
Fed as a significant pol-
force in Karnataka

ad rocked the Con-
bovernment of Gundu
Exposing some of its
his, and the BJP con-
in the Assembly elec-
hn its own and won 18

' t.,u TJhT

Inview of a hung Assemb-
ly and at the instance of the
party’s nationa! leadership,
BIP eitded up extending out-
side support to the Janata
Party which had won 93
seais and formed the go-
vernment with Ramakrishna
Hegde as Chief Minister.

Though influenced by the
RSS and the Jana Sangh, he
subsequently began speak-
ing out against them and of-
ten landed in controversy.
Mr. Subbaiah’s views used to
be at variance with the BIP’s
official stance on various is-
sues, but he was known to
speak his mind.

Falling out

As he fell our with the par-
ty’s leadership that began tu
fgnore him, Mr. Subbaiab
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BIP rhiet

e of its fiercest critics
\‘£

D

1147

was marginalised vithin the
BiP and began leaning to-
wards the Congress. He
served as Congress MLC
from 1933 ro 1594, Later, he
launched his own pmty -
Kannado Nade — without
success, Though he was not
a torce w reckon with polish
cally in later years, he re-
nuined active in public life
Mare recently, he had
questioned tha BIP for its
slalce against ine Tipu

Javanti celeprations, even

though ft had drawn the
wrazh of a lerge number of
Kodavas. In the runup to the
Assembly elections in 2018,
he called for a coalition of
like-minded forces to keep
comnmunal forces at bay. He
had written a bock titled
R3S Antharanga, critiguing
the organisation. He was al-
s0 part of a three-member
committee, along with free-
dom fighter H.S. Doreswamy
and the late editor-activist
Gauri Lankesh, formed by
former CM Siddaramaiah, to
rehabilitate and biing to the
mainstream left-wing extre-
mists. The committee me-

diated the mainstreaming of

nine of them,
Leaders across pariy lines
condoled his death. CM Ye-

divurappa said that Mr. Sub-

baiah built the partv from
the grassroots and always
h)uﬁhi against injustice.
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